
Back Lane / West Thorpe, Willoughby-on-the-Wolds Proposal 

Scheme Options 

Following a review of all viable options to increase the safety of this 

crossroads, the following recommendations are proposed; 

 A vehicle activated sign to be installed on West Thorpe at the junction 

with Main Street, facing southbound traffic with the message Give Way 

100 yds. This would duplicate the yellow-backed sign which was installed 

in May 2018 but would be electronically illuminated only by vehicles 

exceeding a pre-set speed threshold. 

 A comprehensive signing and road markings scheme be installed on all 

approaches. These improvements will raise the awareness of the 

junction to drivers on all the approaches. The measures would include; 

o Additional junction warning signs to duplicate the existing yellow-

backed signs on both main road approaches 

o “Pre-mark” road markings associated with existing warning signs 

and “SLOW” road markings 

o An offside give-way sign on West Thorpe  

o Additional directional signs at junction to highlight presence of 

junction 

o New bollards or marker posts on all corners of the junction which 

will highlight the presence of the junction, and prevent parking on 

verges which can currently obscure sight-lines 

A further option has been considered to slow vehicles on the approach to 

the junction from the West Thorpe approach, which involves installing two 

round-top road humps within the existing 30mph speed limit. Whilst traffic 

calming has been proven to slow down vehicles and reduce accidents, it 

also causes discomfort to some vehicle users and cause lorries to sound 

louder, especially when empty. In this location, the traffic calming option is 

not favoured due to the possible noise issues. 

Recommendation 

It is proposed to include a provision for a comprehensive signing scheme at 

this junction in the 2019/20 programme for Committee approval. 

A feasibility study be commissioned to establish the viability and cost of a 

substantial realignment of the junction in the longer-term. 


